NEW MEXICO LIVESTOCK BOARD
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All equine practitioners should be aware of the requiremnant of tesking for equing infectious
snamia (EIA) for intarstate shipment, which is found in the USDA Uniform Methods and Rules
(UMER) for EIA.  The UMER recommands a twelve-month testing interval for horses, and
includas among the cabegories of horses that must be tested several categories in addition to
horses baing shipped interstate, Horses that are being entered in exhibitions or competitive
evenis, horses changing ownership and horses baing sold through sale markats oF auction banms
must also have a negative ELA test within the most recant 12 month period.  Enclosed you will
find a copy of the current ELA UMSR.

El& is a lentivirus that historically was thought to be spread primarily by biting insects. Howaver,
in more recent times it has been realized that the greatest risk of spread may wall ba ialfagenic,
via contaminated needles, syringas, LV. sets and horsa blood and serum which are ofien
harvested from dagor horses by owners of lrainers and given to “boost” performance horses,

ElA cases ane found periodically in almost every state, but generally cxses are most commaan in
the southem ter of states with the prevalence highest in Texas, Arkansas, Loulslana, Mississippi
and Oklzhoma. Mew Mexico has significant movement of horses into the state from several of
these states, panicularty because of the horse racing industry, and thus the relative risk for New
Maxico is incraasad somewhal

Im 2008 a horse at Ruidoso Downs was found positive for EA and the running of the Al American
Futurity and the All-American yearing sale were at risk of being cancelled, When all was said and
dona, all of the track horses had to be tested negative to be abla to leave the track and afmost 40
homses on premises neighloring the Downs werne quarantined for over a month and tested twica
during that time. The infected horse had come To New Mexdoo for the race meet afler being
trained in Texas. Thene was some suspicon that the horse had also been Laken into Mexico for
training at some point,

Texas s not the only state with EIA Bsues affecting New Mexico., We periodically receive
requests from other sumounding states to traca ElA-exposed horses that have come into New
Mangcn. To halp prevent this typa of problem in the future the New Mexico Livestock Board has
stopped up its manitoring for negative EIA testing on imported animals, and negative testing for
the other categories of horses mentioned above. NMLE wants horse owners in the Stata (o be
aware of the testing requirement for exhibitions and mmpmltinns and will be monitoring such
events for complianca,
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